
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5301 June 29, 2017 
b 1015 

GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
in the 4 years that I have been privi-
leged to represent the remarkable peo-
ple and amazing communities of Illi-
nois’ Second Congressional District, I 
have come to this floor many times to 
urge action. 

I have called for a budget that in-
vests in jobs, farmers, and rural com-
munities. I have called for action to ad-
dress the trillion-dollar student debt 
crisis. I have called for real solutions 
that make healthcare affordable for all 
American families. I have spoken on 
many issues facing this House, but 
nothing I have spoken on is more im-
portant than protecting American 
lives. 

I have begged for commonsense re-
forms that prevent children from being 
shot while playing at a playground. I 
have begged; I have pleaded; I have 
screamed; I have cried; and I have even 
ground the people’s House to a halt 
with last year’s historic sit-in. 

What answer was I given? Was I given 
answers to take home to grieving 
mothers and police widows? Was I able 
to tell them that their loved one’s 
death wasn’t in vain and that we were 
going to do something to save the next 
life? No. I was met with silence, and 
worse, an active effort to silence my 
voice and the voice of millions of 
Americans. 

So I ask myself: Why? What is the 
issue? Why can’t I, an elected Rep-
resentative of the American people who 
draws my authority directly from the 
United States Constitution, get some-
thing done to save lives? Why can’t we 
get a vote on commonsense, lifesaving 
legislation that is supported by 90 per-
cent of Americans and more than 70 
percent of NRA members? 

Mr. Speaker, tragically, the answer 
is simple. It is greed. 

Mr. Speaker, what is the cost of your 
inaction? It seems that $5,950 you took 
from the NRA matters more to you 
than the 7,490 Americans we have al-
ready lost this year to gun violence. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve to know that just 79 cents for an 
American life is the cost of your si-
lence and inaction. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, it might be easy 
for you to ignore the connection be-
tween those dollars and the lives lost, 
but I cannot—and I will not—ignore it. 
I will not let you ignore or forget it ei-
ther. 

I am going to stand here and remind 
you, remind the people of Wisconsin’s 
First District, and remind all Ameri-
cans that money matters more to you 
than these American lives. One dollar— 
one name. One dollar—one grieving 
family. One dollar—one lost American: 

One dollar—Xavier Joy, 23, was a suc-
cess story. He was playing football at 
Morehouse, was an AmeriCorps volun-

teer, and wanted to change Chicago for 
the better; 

Two dollars—Blair Holt, 16, was 
killed shielding his friend on a CTA 
bus; 

Three dollars—Hadiya Pendleton, 15, 
killed just weeks after performing at 
President Obama’s inauguration. 

While Chicago might make headlines, 
gun violence is killing people in every 
community, in every city, and in every 
town, including Wisconsin’s First Dis-
trict. 

Four dollars—Paramjit Kaur, 41, 
killed while trying to pray; 

Five dollars—Satwant Singh Kaleka, 
65, killed at the temple he founded; 

Six dollars—Prakash Singh, 39, a 
reader at his temple; 

Seven dollars—Sita Singh, 41, killed 
by a White nationalist for wearing a 
turban; 

Eight dollars—Ranjit Singh, 49, mur-
dered at his church; 

Nine dollars—Suveg Singh, 84, killed 
while expressing his love for his God; 

10 dollars—Harry Canady, Jr., 20, 
killed sitting on a porch in Racine; 

11 dollars—Sean Bialas, 23, of Keno-
sha, shot and killed while physically 
unable to defend himself; 

12 dollars—David Bauspies, 36, of 
McHenry, accidently shot and killed in 
East Troy; 

13 dollars—Jose Torres, 36, murdered 
on the 1600 block of Holmes Avenue in 
Racine; 

14 dollars—Nicholas Chaulkin, 17, of 
Racine, killed by a domestic abuser, 
likely while defending his mother; 

15 dollars—David Tilton, 37, of Janes-
ville; 

16 dollars—James Norris, 37, was 
killed at his job as a restaurant deliv-
ery driver in Racine; 

17 dollars—Jeremy Trawitzki, 38, 
killed in Muskego; 

18 dollars—Thomas Kruse, 41, killed 
in Muskego; 

19 dollars—Joseph Hensel, 27, killed 
in Elkhorn; 

20 dollars—Andrew Jones, Jr., 27, also 
killed by his friend in Racine; 

21 dollars—Maurice Carter was shot 
and killed in a Racine County robbery; 

22 dollars—Carl Nichols, 26, shot and 
killed by a friend in Kenosha. 
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AMERICA: LAND OF OPPORTUNITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, one thing that we can all 
agree on is that America is the land of 
opportunity. Our beautiful country has 
remarkable stories about those young 
and old, who, through adversity, have 
gone on to achieve great things. Those 
human stories are often the best way 
for us to demonstrate why our country 
is so special. I would like to share two 
stories with you this morning. 

Emily Torchiana recently visited my 
office while she was here in Wash-
ington, D.C., after being chosen for a 

Jefferson Award for community serv-
ice. Just last week, she was also award-
ed the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
Award for Public Service. Emily is 
from Collegeville, in my congressional 
district, and, after her own experience 
with severe cyberbullying led to a sui-
cide attempt, she began telling her 
story. 

Emily found people would reach out 
to her after each speech to share their 
own experiences and thank her for 
being so open with her journey. She is 
now the founder of a nonprofit focused 
on mental health advocacy, awareness, 
and services. 

Emily’s nonprofit supports mental 
health workshops in schools as well as 
workshops for parents and teachers so 
adults can learn how to support chil-
dren and young adults suffering from 
mental illness. The mission statement 
of Emily’s nonprofit includes working 
to reduce the stigma surrounding men-
tal health, something I believe is a 
critical aspect for us all as we continue 
to develop and advance solutions for 
those facing mental illness. 

Quoting from Emily’s nonprofit 
website, she writes: ‘‘My hope is that 
the more people who will open up about 
their struggles, the more others will 
feel comfortable reaching out for help. 
. . . Unlike physical illnesses, these 
mental illnesses are not seen, but that 
does not mean they are not there. I 
hope this will give us all the oppor-
tunity to walk briefly in the shoes of 
the fellow human beings we come 
across every day.’’ 

Emily’s work is an inspiration to us 
all. 

Congratulations, Emily, for being 
recognized for your outstanding service 
to communities across our country, 
and we wish you the best of luck with 
your career. 

Ammar Al-Rubaiay is another young 
adult who has an inspiring and remark-
able story. A reporter in my congres-
sional district recently shared 
Ammar’s story with me, and I want to 
take a moment to share a story about 
opportunity, hard work, and a young 
man fulfilling his dreams. 

A native of Baghdad, Iraq, Ammar 
became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 
2015. He was participating in a youth 
exchange program that transferred him 
to West Vincent Township, in Penn-
sylvania’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict, where he attended Owen J. Rob-
erts High School and ultimately at-
tended Westtown School. 

Ammar came face to face with al- 
Qaida before his move. In a column in 
2009, journalist Michael Rellahan re-
membered reading Ammar’s college 
essay. 

Mr. Rellahan wrote: ‘‘In striking de-
tail, Ammar recalled the day in June 
2007 when he sat in his classroom at the 
Gifted Students School in his native 
Baghdad and a teacher came in to an-
nounce simply that: ‘They are here—al- 
Qaida.’’ 

Ammar wrote in his journal: ‘‘At 
that time, I felt like I was a few min-
utes away from death, getting closer 
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